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1996 tests show low PCB
contamination at school
By KFttSTJNA WILDER
Siaff Writer

Rome City Schools has not been
notified of results of soil samples
taken from around schools near
the General Electric Co. site and
officials said they see no reason for
parents to worry about their chil-
dren's safety.

"As far as I know, our mainte-
nance staff has not been notified."
said Gayland Cooper, assistant
superintendent of Rome City
Schools. "That means Dr. OLarry)
Afwell (superintendent of schools)
hasn't been notified either."

On Dec. 9. 1997, representatives
of the state Environmental
Protection Division conducted soil
sampling at the West Central
Elementary School property on
Lavender Drive, according to doc-
uments provided by Hazardous
Waste Management branch of the
EPD.

The soil was analyzed for the
presence of polychlorinated
bipnenyls that might have migrat-
ed onto the school property from
the GE site next to the school, the
documents stated.

The analysis showed no PCB
contamination in any of the soil
samples from Dec. 9,1997. accord-
ing to the documents.

Four samples taken in January
1996 did siiow the presence of
PCBs at low levels, the documents
stated. Two soil samples from the
playground and two samples from
the right of way in front of the
school were included in the test,
the EFT* said.

The samples were found to con-
tain an amount of FCBs that was
••well beloW the amount that

requires notification per stan-
dards of Georgia's Hazardous Site
Response Act.

The standard.-? are set at 1.550
parts PCBs per billion parts soil,
according to EFD documents.

The lowest level of PCBs
detectable by laboratory equip-
ment is 18 parts PCBs per billion
parts soil.

According to soil sample docu-
ments provided by the EPD:

— Soil sample 7, taken from the
surface soil behind the Ures and
five feet east of the treeline on the
southwest edge of the playground,
contained 35 parts PCBs per bil-
lion parts soil.

— Soil sample 8, taken from the
surface soil at the northern edge of
the playground under the north-
ernmost swing, contained 57 parts
PCBs per billion parts soil.

— Soil sample 9. taken from the
sediment from the drainage ditch
in the right of way, east-southeast
of the elementary school, on the
north side of the drive leading to
the rear of the school, contained
30O parts PCBs per billion parts
soil.

— Soil sample 10. taken from the
sediment in the drainage ditch in
the right of way. east-northeast of
the elementary school, north of the
northernmost drive into the front
of the school, contained 68 parts
PCBs per billion parts soil.

"The levels ofPCBs found in 1996
were well below reporting level,
which is below clean-up level as
well." said Richard Lester, GE
manager of environmental health
and safety.

"Most of the areas where the
PCBs were found are areas where
the children are not allowed to go

and the areas around the pla>
ground under the swings and tires
are covered with extra mulch and
bark for cushioning in case or"
falls." said Cooper.

Cooper said PCBs were? not a
concern whrn the bark was put
down.

"It was simply because it is a lot
easier on the children to fall onto a
pile of bark, like is used in orna-
mentation tor a yard, than the solid
ground," he said "They are well
supervised and not allowed to =r>
to the wooded area behind the
school that is close to the GE plans.
either. I do not believe it is cause
for alarm."

Lester said there have been n>-
cases of sick children and n>~
reports of any otner problems ir.
the area.

The testing company also te.rted
the area around West End
Elementary School on Shorter
"Avenue on Xov 20. 1997. the docu
ments stated.

Eight soil samples were taker.
from different areas around the
school — six in low.* lying areas that
have potential to be inundated
during high water, representative-
from Dames & Moore, the Ohic-
based testing company' that did riic
soil sample testing, said.

TVvo samples were taken froir.
the children's designated piay
areas, the representatives said

The samples were collected and
shipped in ice coolers to
Analytical Services Inc.. Atlanta
and -were tested using ar.
Environmental Protection
Association-approved method.

The soil samples from West End
were found to contain no evidence
of PCBs. the test results stated.

Domed stadium campaign funded by companies
a. CAP) — Five

large companies donated half the
SI million that is being used to sell
Jefferson County voters on a $697
million construction plan.

The plan includes a $280 million
domed stadium and tax increases
to finance the projects-

Alabama Power Co.. AmSouth
Bank. BellSouth. HealthSouth
Corp. and Southtrust Bank each
gave S1OO.OOO to the campaign,
according to Citizens for the
Future of Jefferson County.

Contributors to the Metropolitan
Area Projects Strategy campaign
also included construction compa-
nies, engineering firms, beverage
companies and law firms.

MAPS supporters released the
information Wednesday after ini-
tially denying media requests for
tne information last week.

The money is funding a promo-
tional campaign leading up to Aug.

4. When county voters will decide
whether to impose a 1 cent sales
tax and a 2 cent lodging tax to pay
for the projects.

In addition to a 70.000-seat stadi-
um, the taxes would fund improve-
ments to schools, cultural sites.
recreational facilities and police
and Gj-e departments.

Donald Hess, chairman of ihu
committee promoting the MAPS
proposal, said companies con-
tributing to the campaign were no'
promised benefits through tht

.
"There will be no preference in

bids for the companies contribu:
inj?.' he said.

Smith Construction Co
WANTED:

• Renovation
• Restoration ' Ncw Construction

OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE
3041 Martha BcrryBlvd.

Rome, Georgia 30165

•Additions
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Home. 232-0::


